Classroom Management & Other Policies
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Mrs. Flowers’ and Mrs. Madden’s Kindergarten 
Harris Creek Elementary School 2019-2020
Monthly Calendar

Every day in the daily folders, students bring home a calendar taped inside.  There is a space for each day where a stamp/sticker/smiley face or note will be filled in to show how your child’s day was (see classroom expectations below). There will only be a note if your child needs to work on a particular classroom behavior or social skill.  If you have a question or concern, please email or send a note (feel free to write on the lines at the bottom of the calendar, however, please date your note!  Parents must initial each day and leave the calendar in the folder.  Thanks for helping your child “SOAR” in Kindergarten this year!
“SOAR: “Safe, On Task, Accountable, Respectful”
These are our school-wide behavior expectations and are the basis of our school-wide behavior management system.   Classes will earn “Eagles” (a small square paper with a picture of an eagle) to fill up our classroom “nest”.  Students can earn “Eagles” from other teachers throughout the school (particularly the hallway, specials, and the cafeteria) by following the 4 behavior expectations above.  We are always encouraging students throughout their day, reminding them what each expectation means and what it looks like where we are in the school.  As we earn Eagles we will celebrate goals with special rewards. Our first goal this year is to earn 30 Eagles as a class and then we will celebrate with a student-chosen activity. The rewards start small but get bigger as they fill the “nest”.  Encourage your child to SOAR with the Eagles! 
Classroom Expectations/Rules
The classroom expectations are set for everyone who enters our classroom (students and adults).  They are discussed and posted clearly in the classroom after we all promise to follow them and sign to show that we agree to them.  They include the following, which essentially give specific classroom behaviors to follow based on the school-wide behavior expectations:  

1. Safe – Work and play safely.  Keep hands, feet, & objects to yourself.
2. On Task – Listen & follow directions the first time.
3. Accountable – Work hard & quietly.  Raise your hand to speak.  Always do your best!
4. Respectful – Respect others & property.  Be kind to all!
As students follow these expectations, they are praised with words of encouragement that reinforce exactly which expectations they are following.  Students can also earn “Dojo” points as they follow our classroom and school expectations.  This is a classroom management tool on the website, www.classdojo.com (more information about this website will be sent home in the first few weeks of school).  Students who do not follow the expectations, will be reminded one-on-one with the teacher and will receive a logical consequence depending on the behavior (examples of logical consequences include: moving seats if student continues to talk after reminders, finishing work during free centers if student is playing during work time, etc.).  If three or more reminders are given throughout the day, students will receive a note in their folder saying specifically what they need to work on (for example, “Keep hands to yourself” or “Stay quiet when asked”).  If a student has difficulty following an expectation and the behavior is consistently making it hard for him/her and others to learn, then other consequences may be needed, such as a phone call to a parent. A student can also be referred to the office/administration for certain behaviors that are severe or if the phone call does not help improve behavior that day.
Students will be able to get a prize from the prize box at the end of the week/month depending on how many “Dojo” points (and stickers) they have earned that week/month.  They may also be able to earn small prizes from the prize box for various things in the classroom that we will be doing.  Students will all get chances to receive prizes from the prize box at different times.
Snack
Please send in a snack with your student each day!  Make sure you pack the snack separate from lunch or labeled in their lunchbox so they know what is for snack vs. lunch.  Please try to make the snack as healthy as possible, though the only restriction is no candy or sodas.  We would like to be able to have extra snacks in class for students who forget every so often, so if you would like to send in a donation for our “extra snack box”, please feel free!  Please make it something that can be shared easily!  If you would like for your child to have a drink for snack, please send one in.  Otherwise, we will allow use of the water fountain during snack (as well as other times throughout the day).  YOU ARE ALLOWED AND ENCOURAGED TO SEND A WATER BOTTLE TO KEEP YOUR CHILD HYDRATED (especially during the hot months of the year).  Please make sure that the water bottle is leak-proof and kept in an outside pocket of their backpack (so that their folders do not get wet in case of leaks)!  Students will keep them in their cubbies or by the sink during the day and be able to access them as needed, as well as take them outside for recess.  Be sure all lunchboxes and water bottles are labeled with your child’s name please!
Rest

Please make sure your child has a blanket or towel (labeled with your child’s name) for rest time, as we will rest daily during the first quarter of Kindergarten.  We will slowly phase out rest time by the end of first quarter. The blanket/towel will be sent home every Friday to be washed, but please return it on Monday. Also, make sure you send in a change of clothes for your child in a Ziploc bag, labeled with your child’s name.  We will keep these at school in their cubbies in case of an accident and will be sent home each track out so you can exchange the clothes as needed for the season.
Homework

Please read with your child daily!  This is a big part of Kindergarten homework!  Homework will technically begin later this quarter.  As the year progresses, students will begin bringing home books that they can begin reading on their level.  Once homework begins, it will be written on a calendar with an activity/task to be completed each weeknight (there will be no homework during weekends or track out) or it will be a worksheet, all of which is pertaining to what we are learning in class (practice).  The homework should take no more than 15 minutes.  Please assist your child with the homework, but do not do it for them.  More information about this will be shared at Open House.  Thank you for supporting your child in this!
